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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, LE 

SUBJECT: MORGAN ABDUCTION 

1. YOU SHOULD SEE THAT FOLLOWING LETTER FROM ME IS 
DELIVERED WITH UTMOST URGENCY TO KING KHALID. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

AS YOU KNOW, AN OFFICER OF THE U.S. ARMY, COLONEL ERNEST 
R. MORGAN, WAS ABDUCTED IN BEIRUT ON JUNE 29 BY A GROUP 
CALLING ITSELF THE "REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST ACTION 
ORGANIZATION." THIS GROUP HAS THREATENED TO EXECUTE 
COLONEL MORGAN UNLESS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AGREES TO 
VARIOUS DEMANDS, INCLUDING THE PAYMENT OF A SUBSTANTIAL 
RANSOM IN KIND. THE GROUP HAS THREATENED TO CARRY OUT 
THIS EXECUTION BY 9:00 PM BEIRUT TIME ON SATURDAY 
JULY 12 IF ITS DEMANDS ARE NOT MET. 

REGARDING THE DEMAND FOR PAYMENT OF RANSOM, IT IS THE 
FIRM POLICY OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT NOT TO PAY RANSOM. 

WE BELIEVE THAT GIVING IN TO SUCH PRESSURE WOULD 
ENCOURAGE OTHER TERRORISTS TO INDULGE IN SIMILAR ACTS, 
THUS ESCALATING THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE AND CREATING 
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POTENTIALLY ENORMOUS NEW PROBLEMS. I BELIEVE YOU WILL 
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AGREE WITH OUT VIEW ON THIS POINT. 

ON COMPASSIONATE GROUNDS, GIVEN THE LONG-STANDING VERY 
CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AND IN LIGHT 
OF THE REVERED POSITION OF LEADERSHIP WHICH YOU HOLD IN 
THE ISLAMIC WORLD, YOUR MAJESTY, I APPEAL TO YOU ON 
BEHALF OF PRESIDENT FORD AND MYSELF TO SEE WHETHER YOU 
COULD BE HELPFUL IN THE MATTER OF COLONEL MORGAN. I AM 
NOT IN A POSITION TO SAY HOW THE GROUP WHICH IS HOLDING 
HIM WOULD REACT TO AN APPEAL FROM YOU FOR HIS RELEASE 
UNHARMED. BUT I BELIEVE IT ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT 
THEY WOULD GIVE HEED TO AN APPEAL FOR REASON AND SET 
COLONEL MORGAN FREE, IF SUCH AN APPEAL WERE MADE BY A 
PERSON HOLDING THE UNIQUE POSITION OF YOUR MAJESTY. 

PRESIDENT FORD AND I TRUST THAT YOU WILL APPRECIATE THE 
VERY EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LEAD ME TO 
ADDRESS THIS MESSAGE TO YOU. ON BEHALF OF US 
BOTH I SEND YOU WARMEST GREETINGS AND WISHES FOR YOUR 
HEALTH AND ALL SUCCESS. 


SINCERELY, HENRY A. KISSINGER. END TEXT 

2. IN DELIVERY LETTER. YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT KING 
KHALID IS THE ONLY CHIEF OF STATE TO WHOM USG IS 
ADDRESSING AN APPEAL ON THIS MATTER. 

KISSINGER 
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